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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

April 5, 2022 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Glenn Odom, Beulah Bolton , A.C. McLeod Jr., Martin Driggers, 

Attorney  

 

Absent:  Charlie Sutton 

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Clerk, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order.   

 

Invocation: Council Member Beulah Bolton 

 

Pledge. 

 

Motion to approve minutes from the last Regular Town Council Meeting on March 1, 2022 made 

by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Council Member Glenn Odom. All in Favor. 

  

Janet Toler, Pee Dee Coalition:  Presentation on Sexual Assault Awareness and Child Abuse 

Prevention Month.  

 

Reports from the council: 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  The first thing we will want to talk about is the Chesterfield County grant we 

have received $12,500.00 and it’s a reimbursable grant.  We have to spend no less than $15,625.00 

before June.  I think it was geared towards the tennis courts.  Whatever reports you want to see going 

forward with the tennis courts, we need to go ahead with that.  We need to be able to turn in all the 

information to the county in order to get reimbursed by the county.  So everyone should have that in 

their packet.  Also, we have one citizen is requesting some information on closing off an alleyway on 

S. 9th street, in the coming months we will be providing that information if that even becomes all of the 

possibility.  We have learned today that they do not own all of the property. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  The meeting she had with me is that they want to clean up the land.  

It’s Von Mack’s parents old house and it looks pretty bad.  I rode down there and I think they want to 

get it cleaned up and want the councils approval to start cleaning it up. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I think we can check in to it and advise them if needed. 
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Tisha Jones, Clerk:  The other item is one that I wanted to bring to the council’s attention, Mrs. 

Sowell mentioned there is some spraying going on near her property.  Bea, you may want to comment 

further since she spoke with you also.  We pulled the maps earlier today and we see that the Forrest 

Commission owns a piece of that property, and we believe they are spraying some chemicals out there 

to treat. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  There is a spot over where Dusty Rhoad owns some land. I am not 

sure why they are flying over with a helicopter spraying this time of year.  Kemp, do you know why 

they would?   

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I actually got down to the bottom of it and did some research.  I 

found out there were two chemicals being sprayed. One of them it did say, it wouldn’t be dangerous 

unless  you are inhaling it while they were spraying.  If you are out there, and it could be irreversible.  

It was right next to my land too.  My questions is why didn’t they let the people know that they were 

spraying.  I know the council doesn’t have to do with it.  Is there not anything that the council can do 

that they could request to let even the council know when they are spraying? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  I believe that is what Mrs. Sowell was looking for assistance with.  I don’t think 

she felt that the council should stop it but could get them to at least notify the town when they are 

spraying. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  It’s outside of town limits.  All I can say is I don’t know which way 

the wind was blowing that day.  There is a chemical that they will burn off.  The chemical probably has 

to be incorporated when it rains so that the grass wont be a problem the next year.  I cant say that I 

know what they did and I am not a forester.   

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I talked to the guy with Chesterfield County, that if we felt that it 

was landed on our property that we could do something about it.  That when they are spraying it should 

go right down to where they are spraying.  He said he was twenty minutes away and he could 

determine where. 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  One other thing, the office will be closed on April 15, 2022 for Good Friday. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I just want to ask Martin if I can, what is the deal with the election?  

Its been almost a year or so and I am not saying this because I don’t want to be here.  I don’t know if 

this is appropriate, but who is doing this? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  Well they met before the supreme court about a week or so.  So they are 

still waiting on the news to come from them. It is from the other side that is opposing. 
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Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I just want to say for these people to continue to carry it to court, 

they are wasting the time of the citizens of McBee.  They are hindering progress because the new 

administration certainly cant move if they haven’t been seated.  Legally, I guess the council cant do 

anything and this is ridiculous.  They obviously don’t care about this town to drag it on and on.  They 

obviously don’t care.  I just think its absolutely ludicrous for us to sit here and allow it to happen. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  Well I just don’t think there is much that the town can do.   

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Its really making me angry.  We are playing games like children.  

Its just crap, like natural crap.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  The recreation group had their opening day this past weekend.  The 

whole committee did a great job.  I lost count but I think there was 600-700 people.  I saw people here 

in town that were in wheelchairs.  We are going to have to talk to the rec group to get a golf cart to 

transport these people.  People wanted to see their grandkids play and I think that’s a great thing.  

Tisha fixed hot dogs all day.  I think we need to support them in any way possible.  They are working 

down there every single day and the fields are looking great.  I just want to say great job to them.  The 

only other thing is the fire department has given the land for the tennis court.  Kemp has been doing 

good in working with that. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  We are just waiting on the original deed from Mr. Horton. Once we have 

that recorded, we will be set.  Once we have that authorized and signed. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton: I just want Kemp to know that the tennis courts look fabulous.  I 

don’t know how they could look any better. I am excited and tell everyone when they go back to look 

at how great the tennis courts look.  

 

Justin Anderson, McBee Rec Committee:  I would like to say something on behalf of the rec group.  

We thank the council for the money to get those fields fixed.  We will need to keep working on them 

daily to protect that investment.  Luckily, Coach Lloyd has allowed us to use his gator and other 

supplies but I don’t want to wear out my welcome by using all their supplies. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  The town has a tractor they can use to drag the fields. 

 

Wade Horton, McBee Rec Committee:  He’s talking more along the lines of a gator or 2 seater. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  It needs a hood on it.  It also has a bucket.  If it cant be used then it 

cant be used. 

 

Justin Anderson, McBee Rec Committee:  A tractor wouldn’t necessarily be ideal to drag the fields 

with due to the tires.  
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Council Member AC McLeod:  Where would you keep any equipment that you use?  Would it be 

smart to get a container down there?  You do need something to drag the fields with.  The high school 

had theirs stolen.   

 

Justin Anderson, McBee Rec Committee:  When I went to the district meeting, they asked McBee to 

host and it would be a lot of income for the rec group.  That will be June 16th.  We are seeing some 

hard spots down there on the field.   

 

Wade Horton, McBee Rec Committee:  Due to scheduling and coordinating with lawnmowers for a 

few days a week, it would help to have our own equipment.  

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  I think the committee can comment on this further but with the funds they have 

going into their account, they are around $17-$20K in their account from fundraising and sponsorships. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  The tractor we have we can park over there in the container and lock 

it up and see if it will work but if not we will have to do something different.  We need the towns 

mower to mow once a week.  Do we need to have a motion to have the towns employee to mow once a 

week.   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I wouldn’t think so and we have a new employee now that can do it and 

with that new expensive Hustler, we should be able to get it done quickly. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  We also in the old business talked about getting a separate vehicle.  

What have yall found out about that? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We are looking at some and we are still in the market for one.  A couple 

have came up but were really not suitable, through the state salvage deal in order to be able to afford to 

get something.  Even the prices there have been skyrocketed due to the demand.  We would like to get 

a salvage DOT like the one we have now that I got several years ago.  Some of these funds they are 

getting they are able to replace their equipment so hes on the lookout every day for us.   

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  Would yall be able to drive the tractor?  It’s a small tractor.  If you 

got a 4 seater gator, you can pick people up for the ball games.  There is a bucket on the tractor.  I 

know its not brand new but if we can try that, then lets do that.  If we can get the town to help mow the 

grass and the garbage is being picked up on Friday right.  If we need to haul people back and forth we 

need to have something safe in place for that tournament.  We could maybe have people waiting to 

transport every 15 minutes.  I think yall done a great job.  Thank yall for what yall are doing.  I have 

brought some pictures from this past weekend I want to pass along.  My grandchildren have been 

having a ball so I thank you for what you do.  We need to spray for weeds, Glenn had fertilizer put out.   
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Wade Horton, McBee Rec Committee:  Yes, but we need to get the scoreboard fixed on one of the 

fields.   

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  I have been in touch with Pepsi.  We looked at the contract, and they gave us the 

scoreboards but it didn’t specifically say if we were responsible for that so I touched base just to see 

who they might could recommend to fix it, whether it be on our end or their end.  We have had a 

couple of electricians to look at it.  When we looked at the contract, it said that they would provide the 

drink coolers and scoreboard if we purchased our products from them until 2023 I believe. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Oh, have we not been doing that? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  Well we have had Pepsi Products.  But we are going to have them start coming in 

this season and keep them filled out for us.  Alicia Eddins, is over the concession stand.  She has been 

doing a good job.  We even were visited from DHEC and we passed everything there and even with 

the food truck, they are fully permitted so if they come out to help us.  They will be there Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

 

Mayor John Camplong:  DHEC didn’t give us approval to cook on the inside?   

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  Well they do not have any cooked foods prepared on the inside.  The food truck 

will comes on those days and can prepare more of that. They will park on the outside of the concession 

stand.  

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  So anyone can come down there and eat? Like a citizen can come 

down there and eat?   

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  Yes ma’am of course.   

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Wow, I want to try some of that.  That’s great.  

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  Yes, we have nachos, drinks, candy on the inside.  The truck will have other 

items.  They did really good this past weekend.  They took in about $1700. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod: We will also need a list of anyone that will be operating the town’s 

equipment and only those people are allowed to be on it.  We don’t want to have any kids getting on it.  

So we will need to have that in place if yall can do that.  Okay, so are yall ready for the tennis court 

stuff.  So we got 15,000, so we are saying $31,000 of McBee’s money? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  We have to spend roughly $28,000 for them to give us $12,500.   
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Council Member AC McLeod:  To put the concrete down like we got, which everyone feels it’s a 

better surface.  To put the concrete down and buy its about $22,000-$24,000 then to paint is another 

$8,000 so we are looking at $32,000 for that. We are going to have bids done and we need to have a 4th 

court to be able to do a tournament.  We had a guy come today and we had a bid of $66K to light the 

fields and to have 4 courts, it will be $89K.  So to have the fourth court and light the courts it will cost 

the town around $120K.  I am not asking for that motion today .  We need to have a meeting on the 

budget.  We got to move forward on that. I do want to have vote on the spending $32K on the fourth 

court.  Legally it isn’t ours until its signed and they are presenting it at their next meeting. The county 

council has authorized it.   

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  They presented it, they approved it.  We are just waiting on the 

signature. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  The chief has to sign it and it has to be recorded at the courthouse. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  How far will we be able to go with the $30K Kemp? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  That’s pouring the concrete and painting it and putting the fence up. 

The concrete and smoothing it will be $22-24K and the painting is $8K.  The school said they would 

give the nets.  They have some people that might want to contribute.  So whats the figure?  I make a 

motion that we spend the $28K to finish the tennis court. 

 

Motion to spend $28K to add the additional tennis court made by AC McLeod, Second By Glenn 

Odom, All in Favor.  

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  We might have to have some additional funds but this first part we 

will get nailed down before June and then we can request more after that. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Well we certainly want to be able to get this spent before June. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  That’s another thing we really need is a container down that way and 

be able to lock it up. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  What about the building down there inside the fence?  It has a fence 

around it and it can be locked up. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  How many pieces of equipment can go in there? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I believe about 5 pieces of equipment can fit in there and it can be locked 

up inside the fence.  That’s what its intended to be used for.  
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Wade Horton, McBee Rec Committee:  It’s the white building behind the tennis courts.  

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  That’s the one yall would like to use?  Who has a key to that 

building? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  The town has a key. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  Then the tractor needs to be put over there and locked up and 

checked on once a week. The lawnmower needs to be kept there as well. 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  I was told there was a chipper in there and Christmas lights.   

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  So if we got a gator or a golf cart, you can haul people in one of 

those? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I will tell you since you have a building and can lock it up.  See 

Jerry, I have a 2 seater ATV.  Yall can use that and lock it up.  That should work for what yall need. 

 

Wade Horton, McBee Rec Committee:  Thank you so much.  That should work. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  The question came up last meeting about the Family Dollar Tree.  I think 

they are working towards opening April 21st. 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  Yes, they are finishing the inner shell now.  They were originally opening April 

7th and it got pushed back a little bit but yes they are expected to open then. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: As far as the RIA project is going forward.  The intentions are the bids are 

going to be out June 1, they are going through the permit process now and they are working with the 

bid requirements. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  How much money is that going to take from us?  $100K is that right? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  No, to do the work?  No we have a grant of $500K. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  But you said it would be $100K? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  No I didn’t.  I think Glenn said that the other night but anyway we are not 

sure. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  No, the man said when he presented that it would be $100K. 
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Mayor John Campolong:  Yes, you are right about that.  Budget wise we might have to count on the 

fact that we might have to pay $94K on the extra fees that we may need to calculate that on our 

budgeted to go forward.  If we start to see the amount exceeds the $500K when the bids start, then we 

can go back to them and possibly request more. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  Is that already in the budget?   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  No. Its not. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  If its not, then that’s even more of a reason that we need to hold a 

budget meeting. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We have to have a meeting.  We are already over budget now and we have 

to see what we have what we need going forward.  The professionals have to look at it first, not in this 

type of meeting but we need to do it professionally.  

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  I know that Hartsville is already meeting to discuss how they will 

spend their covid money and Columbia is meeting.  We need to have a meeting and sit down and 

decide how to spend it.  We already have money out here that needs to be talked about and have a 

budget meeting. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Okay, I think when we began talking about the COVID money, the 

primary reason was for infrastructure and that’s the area that we want to devote our attention to is the 

water system and they are working on that now to determine down the road how much can be spent on 

the water, for the longevity and what we have abundance of for the people.  That’s where our attention 

needs to be.  Then we can look at other reasons and now there is new recommendations that have come 

out.  One thing would help would be with recreation is if we can get another fast food place in town 

that we can collect hospitality in town. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod: When does the family dollar open? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  The 21st.  But that wont generate much because it has to be on prepared 

foods.  I don’t see why the town cant support one with the amount of traffic we have coming through 

here. People coming into town. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I know some years ago McDonalds came through and said we 

didn’t generate enough traffic to support a McDonalds. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  There has been some growth and we have done some research and I have 

been told we don’t have enough roof tops and I do believe we have enough even on the outskirts of 

town that would support a fast food coming, so actually we are getting better and reaching that point 
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but we have to spend the money wisely and get the reports form the engineer on the infrastructure and 

water system. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  More old business from the last meeting, we had the meeting with 

the sheriff about the additional officer in the town.  The security of this town should be important to us.  

We were just talking about a pistol being shot in town last night.  We need to talk about a budget and 

we need to hire 3 people to rotate shifts.  Right now we are not hiring anyone else.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  The county attorney wouldn’t allow it as it was?  I thought yall 

talked about that and said something in the minutes about the budget meeting.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:   Didn’t you have a figure you mentioned before Kemp? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod: I don’t have that with me but I think it was around $51K. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  No I think it was more than that. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod: Tisha could probably provide that, do you know that figure? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  No I don’t have that in front of me.  But I agree I think it was around that 

amount. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I think it was closer to $80K.  I just don’t see how you are going to be able 

to get 3 people Kemp.  

 

Council Member AC McLeod:   I’m just telling you what the man turned in. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  What man? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod: The sheriff.  He turned in executive session what it was going to cost.  

It was cheaper to hire the 3rd officer. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: When is the next budget meeting? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Well Tisha and Terri they have the discernment that we need to get this 

years budget in order to see what we got.  We cant do the budget in one simple meeting and have 

several work sessions to get the budget.  The budget needs to be approved June 30th.  

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  So generally, we have a meeting in May and June so we need to have 

a meeting this upcoming month. Can we look at the calendar and figure that out when we can have it 

this month?  
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Mayor John Campolong:  Not right now, no.  We need to check with Terri.  She is in the middle of 

tax season and we need to check with Tisha too. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  She working for us or we working for her? 

 

Mayor John Campolong: She’s working for…what do you mean Kemp? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  Just what I said.  She comes in on what day to work? How many 

days is she here? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Shes a contractor for us. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  So today’s the 5th? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  You cant just sit here and decide.  They need to figure out what the figures 

are. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  When the kids are out for Easter, probably not a good week.  How 

about this week?  If Bea is in town, will this week work. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Well Tisha is right here, what works best for you? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  You are at the ballfields a good bit.  What time works for you? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  If you are talking about during the day, Terri is here on Monday.  We will need 

to pull figures prior but the 18th or 25th works for me.   

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  How about Thursday?  

 

Mayor John Campolong: You have to present figures.  Kemp, how are you going to hold a budget 

meeting without figures? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  We can get figures. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Then get the figures up Kemp. Thursday we can then have a meeting. 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  Maybe we can have a workshop and start from there.  

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Tisha has a good suggestion let’s have a workshop this week.  
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Council Member AC McLeod:  We can plug some figures in and she can come back with another 

meeting and put together a list.   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Then pull all those figures and then the sherriff’s figures.  We all have to 

look at it together.  You can just look at figures. I don’t think that $50K will add enough protection 

with the 3rd officer.  Bring the figures and we can look at it together.  

 

Discussion on Thursday Budget workshop at 3:00 approved by Council.  

 

Motion to adjourn made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by AC McLeod, All in Favor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


